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STAY IN CONTROL OF YOUR OVEN AND YOUR HOME.
Jenn-Air unifies high performance with elegant design through liberating connectivity
and distinctive design elements. Our Jenn-Air® connected wall ovens complement the
connected home with a companion mobile app, available for iOS and Android devices,
that now Works with Nest, Amazon Alexa and Google Home, so you can stay in control
of your kitchen and your home – no matter where you happen to be.
Requires Wi-Fi and account creation. App features and functionality subject to change. Subject to Terms of Service available at
jennair.com/connect. May not be supported by all wireless carriers or handsets. See terms and conditions at jennair.com/terms.
Message and data rates may apply. ®/™ ©2018 Jenn-Air. All rights reserved. JX180005
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editor’s note
Smarter, faster, better, more efficient—these words infilt ate our minds through
advertising and media. We expect more from what we buy, and our appliances are no
exception. From refrigerators with LCD touch screens to customizable columns and robotic
vacuums, manufacturers are inundating the market with newly engineered, smart appliances
to make our lives easier.
We would be hard-pressed to find a city mo e apt to adopt these changes than Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh’s bourgeoning tech scene has changed the city’s landscape and created opportunity
for many. Since Google and Uber’s expansion into the city, CMU’s progressing robotics
department and the possibility of hosting Amazon’s new corporate headquarters, Pittsburgh
is accustom to change. These changes have encouraged the revitalization of old communities.
New housing, businesses and restaurants provide opportunity in the real estate and lifestyle
sectors— builders, remodelers, architects, designers and of course, appliance retailers. On a
national scale, channels like HGTV have brought about a new awareness of kitchen design
trends and available technologies for easy living.
When we embarked on the journey of bringing Pittsburgh’s Finest Kitchens to life, we sought
after stories that convey what makes Pittsburgh so unique—how we’re on the forefront of new
trends in kitchen design. Articles like “Rich History, Innovative Design” show how the iconic
Heinz Ketchup factory has been converted into the luxurious Heinz Lofts (page 55), “Bosch
above the Allegheny” tells the story of how a kitchen remodel in the trendy Gateway Towers
uses kitchen design to aid in the “quintessential Pittsburgh moment” (page 60).
In interviewing our customers and partners, those who contributed to the fir t edition of
Pittsburgh’s Finest Kitchens, the common thread in conversation was how integral kitchens
and appliances are in the lives of many. Kitchens are where you entertain, share food, laughs,
and stories, where kids do their homework and the room where people spend most of their
time while at home. We spoke to homeowners who remodeled their kitchens so they could
finally ho t family holidays (page 66) and to a design team who is renovating a 113-year-old
mansion that will eventually become a community event space (page 10). All of the featured
stories share how new advancements in appliances benefit their li es. If you’re wondering
what’s next in appliances, check out the newest trends on page 21. Unsure of what colors
to pair with your Sunset Bronze or Cobalt Blue refrigerator? Read about color trends in PPG
Paints “Cocktail-Chic Color Palette” on page 37.
We created Pittsburgh’s Finest Kitchens as a platform to highlight our community, the beautiful
homes that our appliances are in and the artisanship of the talented partners we work with. It takes
the vision and collaboration of many to perfectly construct the fine t kitchens in Pittsburgh.

Steph Churchel
donsappliances.com
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Cooking with

STEAM
A closer look at the latest trend
in healthy eating
Sauté. Broil. Bake. Grill. Cure. Roast…and
now, steam.

Healthier food with a mouth-watering
appearance

While steam cooking has just recently gained
traction in the U.S., this technique has been used
by chefs and culinary enthusiasts throughout
Europe for some time. As the trend continues
to grow in popularity stateside, appliance
companies are responding accordingly and
delivering better, more affordable ways to use
steam ovens. Manufacturers have expanded
their line up to meet demands, and many people
are now buying steam ovens for their efficie y,
versatility, easy cleaning, and of course, healthy
eating ability.

To understand why anyone would consider
steam cooking, we sat down with our resident
corporate chef, Anthony Marino. The main
health benefit, as described y Chef Anthony,
is that “food cooked in steam retains moisture
better than food cooked in a convention oven,
in turn, more nutrients, vitamins and minerals
are retained than in other forms of cooking.”

So, how does a steam oven work?
Steam ovens have a unique reservoir that must
be filled with ater for the oven to function
properly. While they are not built into your
countertops, some models are convertible to a
regular oven – for they have both steaming and
browning functionality. These combination ovens
combine the best of steam cooking with
conventional fan-forced heat, which allows
improved browning capabilities.
There are also options that are in your range,
but many others are built right into your cabinets
like a wall oven.

Due to the moisture in the oven’s cavity, the
food is essentially “insulated.” In this manner,
cooks can sear the meat or add moisture to
ensure a better cook. Food stays moist on the
inside and is perfectly finished on the outsid .
Many manufacturers make it easy for
consumers to learn how to cook with steam,
offering “EasyCook” instructions on Thermador
products, a “Gourmet Setting” with Sub-Zero
& Wolf or in the case of Miele, a “Masterchef”
program that takes the guesswork out of
cooking. Chef Anthony encourages home
chefs to try this type of cooking, and as he
puts it, “the more you practice, the better your
food will be.”
Are you ready to give steam cooking a try?
Test out Chef Anthony’s recipe for Shrimp &
Grits in an Old Bay Vinaigrette. k

Chef Anthony Marino is currently the corporate chef for Don’s Appliances, overseeing all culinary aspects for its eight
locations. Anthony has over seventeen years of professional experience in the food service industry and is a regular on
KDKA’s “Pittsburgh Today Live.”
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COOKING WITH STEAM:
Shrimp & Grits in an Old Bay Vinaigrette
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

1 LB. 16/20-GAUGE SHRIMP

1.	Place thawed shrimp on perforated steam
pan and season with Old Bay

1 TBS. OLD BAY
4 OZ. OLIVE OIL
1 TSP. FULL GRAIN MUSTARD
1 LEMON JUICED
1 C. STONE GROUND GRITS
3 TBSP. BUTTER
2 TBSP. CHOPPED PARSLEY
2 C. SHREDDED CHEDDAR
SALT/ PEPPER

2.	Take solid steamer pan and weigh out grits
2 to 1 ratio with water
3.	Next place both in steam oven convection
plus steam for 13 minutes
4.	Prepare vinaigrette by adding mustard, lemon
juice and Old Bay together in a bowl
5.	Drizzle olive oil in and season with salt and
pepper and finish with parsl y
6.	After steaming is finished ta e grits out and
add butter and cheese folding until melted
7.	Serve warm with shrimp over top of grits
and coated with your fresh vinaigrette

Find recipes, videos and
more from Chef Anthony
Marino on the Chef Center
section of our website.
www.donsappliances.com

A Mansion

MAKEOVER

BECK
MCCLAIN
EDIT: ERIN
PHOTO CR

The Junior League of Pittsburgh takes on the task
of reviving a 113-year-old mansion
As you drive along Wood Street in Wilkinsburg, you can’t seem to miss
the Yingling Mansion, a 19,000-square-foot Georgian Revival-style home
that is patiently awaiting a makeover.
The Junior League of Pittsburgh is tackling the mansion as part of its
Designer Show House. “A Window into Wilkinsburg” is the League’s 19th
Show House fundraiser and benefits p ograms that are fighting hunge
in Pittsburgh’s East End. Upon completion of the massive makeover, the
mansion will be used for community events, including book talks, bridal
showers and more.

s

PHOTO CREDIT: MIKALA AMBLER

donsappliances.com
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“American Society of Interior
Design Past President
Nancy Sakino Spears was
tasked with redesigning
the home’s kitchen.”

PHOTO CREDIT: ERIN MCCLAIN BECK

DESIGN SKETCH FEATURING THE
KITCHEN AND FOOD LAB

Built in 1905 by Roswell Gardner Yingling, a
Pittsburgh coal and brick dealer, the mansion’s
architecture is composed of unique features that
you simply can’t find in oday’s modern homes.
Boasting 27 unique rooms, each with a working
fi eplace, the mansion has rift and quartered
hardwood floors and tain glass windows
throughout. The bathrooms feature authentic
subway tile and honeycomb tile flooring, an
transoms above interior doorways allow for
ventilation and natural light – a truly authentic
1900s look. If you head to the basement, you’ll
even find a Spea easy, a nod to the home’s role
during the Prohibition.

In the initial stages of the rehab project,
construction workers uncovered plenty of
other historical features, including pocket doors
and additional fi eplaces. As builders peel back
layers of retrofitting, the bones of the home a e
providing endless inspiration.
The League reached out to a slew of different
interior designers to bring the mansion back to
life. American Society of Interior Design Past
President Nancy Sakino Spears was tasked with
redesigning the home’s kitchen. We sat down
with Spears to get an inside look at the designs
she is cooking up.

donsappliances.com
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Choosing the right appliances
“People don’t realize how planning a kitchen
right can make their quality of life better,”
Spears commented. “Kitchens are where
people spend most of their time. It’s the heart
of their home, their command post; it’s where
their kids do homework. That’s part of what
we do as designers, improve our customers’
quality of life and a big part of that is with
kitchen design.”
Considering this will be a community house,
Spears wanted to make sure the appliances
used were practical and beautiful. She found
the perfect solutions with the Signature Kitchen
Suite. The designs are stunningly simple and
provide gourmet features with the perfect
amount of bells and whistles.
Aside from a custom hood and microwave,
all of the kitchen’s appliances will be Signature
Kitchen Suite, including two 30-inch ranges,
two dishwashers with PowerSteam™ technology
and a 42-inch side-by-side refrigerator with
an external ice and water dispenser. Not to
mention, they are all Wi-Fi enabled.

Speaking to the ranges, Spears noted, “I love
the design of the two 30-inch ranges. When you
do a lot of cooking—especially in dealing with
commercial appliances—stovetops are hard to
clean, they burn hot and your griddles get
dirty. What I like about Signature Kitchen Suite
is that the griddle is removable so you can take
them off o clean them and it’s much easier
than scrubbing.”

“People don’t realize how
planning a kitchen right
can make their quality of
life better.”
By placing these appliances in the Show
House, Pittsburghers will be able to see this
up-and-coming brand and use them fir thand.
Their size, functionality and design make
them a perfect choice for homes or businesses
of all sizes.

s

Don’s Appliances is the only company
in Pittsburgh to carry Signature Kitchen
Suite. Stop in today to see these sleek,
beautiful appliances.

GAS RANGE FEATURES:
30” slide-in ranges feature warming drawers,
5 brass burners on each and a stainless finis

14 Pittsburgh’s Finest Kitchens | Greater Pittsburgh | Spring 2018 Edition

interior and exterior LED lights, tempered glass

s

SIDE-BY-SIDE 42” REFRIGERATOR FEATURES:
shelves and a stainless finis

s
DISHWASHER FEATURES:
includes a hidden control panel and
a stainless finis

APPLIANCES BY:

donsappliances.com
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Designing with purpose

An important task of the remodel is restoring the home’s original character while making it functional
for community events. To do so, Spears is thoughtfully thinking through each area of the kitchen.

Decorating for the time period

Focusing on the details

The entirety of the design will have an art-deco
theme, with black quartz countertops and white
cabinets. Gray glass and granite mosaic tile
floors will tie the look ogether. The floors wil
feature penny round tiles, a historically accurate
approach and a nod to the home’s 1900s
construction.

Back in the kitchen, Spears is focused on mixing
function with historically accurate design.
A custom hood will be built over top of the
range, and shelving for wine will surround the
refrigerator. A commercial three-bowl sink that
is still in place will be kept and refurbished to fi
the space.

“Working with other
designers to restore this
beautiful home has
been incredible. I can’t
wait to see the finished
product and open up
the Yingling Mansion to
the community.”
Providing a gathering space
Attached to the kitchen will be a “food lab,”
a room for meeting, planning and teaching,
complete with a fl t screen TV for learning
purposes. A large island will be installed out
of the wall near the fi eplace, and a crystal
chandelier will hang above. To hide exposed
pipes on the wall, a grandfather clock will be
strategically placed. To bring back the home’s
original character, wooden archways will be
built to mimic other areas of the house.
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Additional shelves will be built along the
windows in order to grow fresh herbs. Venetian
blinds will cover the windows, and the ceiling
will be wallpapered with a pattern replicating
tin. And for when it’s mealtime, the kitchen’s
original dumbwaiter is being reconstructed so
that it is fully functional.
“Working with other designers to restore
this beautiful home has been incredible,” said
Spears. “I can’t wait to see the finished p oduct
and open up the Yingling Mansion to the
community.”

See the restoration firsthand

Madeline Wahl, President of the Junior League
of Pittsburgh invites you to tour this home
and see all of the beautiful restorations. The
Yingling Mansion will be open to the public
for tours from May 4 through May 20. Open
house times and additional information can
be found at jlpgh.org/events/show-house.

RENDURINGS OF KITCHEN
FEATURING DOUBLE 30” GAS
RANGES AND SIDE-BY-SIDE
REFRIGERATOR

PHOTO CREDIT: MIKALA AMBLER

ABOUT THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF PITTSBURGH
The Junior League of Pittsburgh’s 300 women volunteers collectively contribute
7,500 volunteer hours annually in the Pittsburgh community. Throughout the past
10 years, the League has donated nearly $400,000 to support children’s health,
literacy and development. The League trains its members to collaborate with
community partners to identify our most urgent community needs and address
them with meaningful initiatives. Members who choose to participate in leadership
opportunities often go on to make lasting contributions within the Pittsburgh
region and beyond. Additional Junior League of Pittsburgh information, including
highlights of its 95-year history, is available at www.jlpgh.org.

donsappliances.com
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True to food

™

Introducing the only Pro Range with built-in sous vide.
Precision, power and versatility is our recipe for ensuring
everything you make is made in the best way possible.
That’s why we proudly present one of the most versatile
pro ranges ever built, offering Ultra-High and Ultra-Low
™

™

burners, induction, our True Combi-Steam oven, and the
™

ultimate cooking precision of sous vide. All because we
believe having the right tools makes food taste better.

COOKING | VENTILATION | REFRIGERATION | DISHWASHING

SAVE UP TO $2700* WITH DREAM SUITE SAVINGS
The more Signature Kitchen Suite appliances you purchase, the
more you’re rewarded. Visit Don’s Appliances today for details or visit
SignatureKitchenSuite.com/promotions

SignatureKitchenSuite.com Follow us @SKSappliances
*Consumers purchasing eligible new in-box Signature Kitchen Suite (SKS) models between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2018 will be qualified to
receive an SKS Visa Prepaid Card by mail-in rebate subject to the terms and conditions detailed at www.signaturekitchensuite.com/promotions. $2,700
is example with the purchase of four eligible products. Copyright 2018© Signature Kitchen Suite, 1000 Sylvan Ave., Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. All rights
reserved. “Signature Kitchen Suite” and the Signature Kitchen Suite logo are trademarks of Signature Kitchen Suite.

48-inch Pro Range

Built-in Sous Vide, 23,000 BTU Ultra-High™ Burner, 15,000 BTU Ultra-Low™ Burner,
Induction, 18-Inch True Combi-Steam™ Oven, 30-Inch ProHeat™ Convection Oven

Appliance

of the future
Top 10 tech items
you’ve never seen

s

MIELE ROBOT
VACUUM CLEANER:
Details next page

FOLDIMATE
The Foldimate folds everything from t-shirts and blouses, to pants, pillowcases
and even towels. It folds sizes from age 6 up to adult size XXL. The average load
is done in less than 4 minutes.

BOSCH HOME CONNECT
The Bosch Home Connect app
allows you to monitor select
“smart” appliances remotely.
From controlling various
appliance functions, to remote
diagnostics, Bosch’s complete
collection of connected home
appliances makes life easier.

THERMADOR STAR-SAPPHIRE DISHWASHER
The Thermador Star-Sapphire® is the fastest dishwasher in
the industry. It takes 20 minutes to complete a hot water
cycle. A few of the dishwashers features include an
entertainer’s drawer for utensils and other kitchen tools, a
“star glow” that illuminates the interior of the dishwasher,
and smooth glide racks that minimize friction and noise.
Model # DWHD651JFP

s

GE KITCHEN HUB
Designed to act as the control center of the kitchen, the GE Kitchen Hub is a
27-inch smart home display that can be mounted over your range. The device
communicates with GE’s connected appliances, offers video chat, provides
access to recipes, and enables users to take photos of their culinary creations.
It has a cooktop-facing camera and much more!
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WHIRLPOOL’S ALL-IN-ONE WASHER & DRYER COMBO
Imagine a world where switching loads of laundry from the washer to the dryer
was non-existent. We now live in this world, thanks to the Whirlpool all-in-one
washer & dryer combo. Of course, the washer/dryer combo wouldn’t be
complete without Wi-Fi and Alexa capabilities. Ask Alexa to pause and to start
the washer or ask how much time on the cycle remains. It’s controlled through
any smart device including the Apple Watch. Model #WFC8090GX

DACOR BUILT-IN COOKTOP
The VirtualFlame™ provides a visual cue when the heat is on,
and the LCD control panel with guided cooking is beautifully
functional. FlexZones™ offer precision across the entire surface,
accommodating pots and pans of various sizes. Wi-Fi enabled.
Model # DTI36M977BB

s
MIELE HOOD
Miele’s Lumen Wall Mount Hood has LED lighting and connectivity.
This chimney-style hood can communicate with your connected
cooktop through Bluetooth. The stainless finish with tunning
lines makes a bold statement above your cooktop.
Model # DA6296WSS

LG INSTAVIEW THINQ™ BLACK
STAINLESS STEEL REFRIGERATOR
This LG refrigerator allows you to search
the internet, use smart labels and utilize
Amazon’s digital assistant, Alexa. Some
of the refrigerator’s features include
a transparent touch screen and a
built-in camera with a panoramic view.
Model # LNSX30996D

WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES & YUMMLY 2.0
Whirlpool has acquired Yummly 2.0 to improve
life in the kitchen through advanced technology.
Yummly will recommend recipes based on
ingredients in your home, it offers systematic
recipes, cooking tutorials and meal scheduling.
The synergy of Whirlpool and Yummly
enables users to quickly send recipes to
their Whirlpool appliances.

s

s

MIELE SCOUT
Advanced corner cleaning, furniture protection and non-stop
power: Miele’s robot vacuum cleaner, the Scout RX1, through
the use of innovative software and electronics brings a new
standard of efficie y to the market. Model # RX1
donsappliances.com
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APPLIANCES BY:

ALL PHOTOS: CRAIG THOMPSON

DESIGNING A
DREAM KITCHEN
“My customers want what’s going to fit their life the best,” commented
Susan Simmen of ACR Kitchen and Bath as we sat down to discuss her
latest remodel for client Brian Aubele’s kitchen.
“They may want a two door refrigerator with a small freezer on the
bottom because they don’t need much freezer space. I always get to
know my customer, what their lifestyle is and how they plan to function
in that space before planning. Brian didn’t want the bells and whistles.
He wanted functionality.”

“

My customers want what’s going
to fit their li e the best.”

When Simmen and independent designer Laura Tissue fir t met
Aubele, they started the process by measuring the space and then
asking questions about every detail possible. Using product reference
photos and samples, Simmen and Tissue could easily present choices
to Aubele. Tissue said that she typically “meets with the client in
showrooms for product comparison and selections. From there,
coordinating the details with the contractor and client involves constant
communication and review to get everything right!”

s
donsappliances.com
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Staying brand loyal
When deciding on an appliance brand, Aubele
chose Frigidaire products. Why this brand? “I was
looking for something of quality, I wanted it to
have a rich, yet clean design. I don’t like a lot of
screens on my appliances, but I did want a more
modern look. Frigidaire was the right combo of
quality, functionality and aesthetics.”

sss

The design team was thrilled with this choice,
and knew that Frigidaire would fit ubele’s needs.
Tissue worked closely with Don’s Appliances for
recommendations on all Frigidaire appliances
needed for the space, which were:
FRIGIDAIRE PROFESSIONAL FRENCH DOOR
COUNTER-DEPTH REFRIGERATOR
FRIGIDAIRE PROFESSIONAL 30’’ ELECTRIC
FRONT CONTROL FREESTANDING RANGE
FRIGIDAIRE PROFESSIONAL BUILT-IN
DISHWASHER WITH EVENDRY™ SYSTEM

26 Pittsburgh’s Finest Kitchens | Greater Pittsburgh | Spring 2018 Edition

Tissue said that part of the client/designer
relationship relied on hearing Aubele’s needs
and finding a solution. “Brian anted a French
door/freezer drawer, and I thought a counter
depth option would fit the spa e best. From there,
we narrowed in on a great Frigidaire model.”
A loyal Frigidaire buyer, Aubele commented
that the new dishwasher is extremely quiet,
which is important in a smaller kitchen. He’s also
a frequent cook, so having an easy-to-clean
cooktop has proven useful, and the refrigerators
hidden controls speak to his modern aesthetic.

Making the most out of a small space
Simmen says that when she fir t spoke with
Aubele, he wanted to make the most out of the
small kitchen space. “When I meet with people,
we pick out the materials together. Brian knew
he wanted dark countertops and light cabinets.”
And with those details from the client, that’s the
approach Simmen and Tissue took.

Considering it was a smaller space, the
kitchen demanded a more intense focus on
priorities. Using off white cabinets—with a
coconut-almond glaze—keep the room open
and serve as a beautiful contrast to the darker
natural stone elements of the countertops,
backsplash and floo . The Cambria quartz
countertop in Laneshaw is a sea of brown,
tan and black tones, and the quartz’s premium
basin edge gives it a classic and traditional
design. The backsplash accent wall is a linear
glass stone Listello.

“

…I did want a more
modern look.
Frigidaire was the
right combo of
quality, functionality
and aesthetics.”

The glass doors on the upper cabinets give
a decorative accent, while the in-cabinet and
under-cabinet lighting make for a welcoming
feel. All of the hardware and the Kohler Fairfax
faucet have an oil-rubbed bronze finish, a subtl
masculine touch. To bring the look together,
porcelain hardwood in a hickory tone warm
the space. The stainless steel appliances were
then slid into place, at opposite corners of the
room to create a visual balance and perfect
everyday function.

A smart house finis
For safety and efficie y, Aubele chose to include
“smart house” features into the kitchen. CO2
sensors, the fi e alarm, moisture sensors,
thermostat and cameras are all linked to the
same system and can be viewed from an app.
These security features give Aubele peace of
mind that his beautiful kitchen remodel is fully
protected even when he is away on business.

ACR Kitchen and Bath
Susan Simmen and her husband Gregg Simmen are the owners of ACR Kitchen and Bath in Jeannette.
Working with their design team and a number of outside contractors, they strive to exceed client
expectations. From original design to the finishing ouches, the team of ACR is a self-contained,
one-stop outfit or all of your renovation needs.

donsappliances.com
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styl e

PROFESSIONALGRADE

SAVE 20%

or more* on all Frigidaire Professional
appliances and experience more power,
greater precision and heavy duty design.

*See in-store sales associate at Don’s Appliances for qualifying models, details and current offers.

What is the Most Used Appliance in the Kitchen?

Kitchen Faucet

The Foundation - Sink

You Might Be Surprised.

Filter Faucet

Soap/Lotion
Dispenser

F

ROHL Italian Country Kitchen Faucets
and Accessories
Made in Italy, the Italian Country Kitchen
Collection of traditional faucets are right at
home with the Allia Fireclay Undermount
Kitchen Sink. Classically elegant in a Polished
Nickel finish, the single-hole faucet with
sidespray, integrated soap dispenser, and
Elegant Solutions for
filtered water tap bring
Every Lifestyle
a fresh look to country
Whether for a family
chic. Made in a village
of four, empty nesters,
perched on the banks
the at-home gourmet, or
of Lago d’Orta in the north
avid entertainers, ROHL
of Italy, these very special
has a water appliance solution for every
pieces are hand cast, buffed, and polished
lifestyle. Since 1983, ROHL has thoughtfully
by craftsmen who carry their masterful
integrated the finest components, sink, faucet,
techniques from generation to generation.
and peripherals including filter faucets,
Exclusively from the House of ROHL™.
sidesprays, and accessories such as soap/lotion
dispensers, air activated switch buttons for
waste disposal, and sink grids.
requented from ten to thirty times each
day – whether washing breakfast dishes
or rinsing veggies for dinner – the kitchen
sink is the most used appliance in the home.
That’s why ROHL created The ROHL® Water
Appliance™ – a completely configurable
combination of sink, faucet, and accessories.

Which ROHL® Water Appliance™ fits your lifestyle?
Find out at rohlwaterappliance.com

ROHL ALLIA FIRECLAY 2 BOWL
UNDERMOUNT KITCHEN SINK
Handcrafted in France, ROHL Allia Sinks are made in
the Limoges region known for its exquisite porcelain
making. Made of heavy ball fireclay, fired at extremely high
temperatures (2100ºF), Allia sinks are not only beautiful
but extremely durable as well. This unique firing technique
fuses a thick layer of luminous glaze with the fireclay to
create a luster that is not marred or damaged by everyday
use or cleaning. Available in a number of sizes and shapes,
Allia Sinks are perfect for use in the laundry, bar, prep and
main kitchen areas. Available in white, biscuit, or matte
black, these sinks offer the perfect blend of beauty and
brawn. Exclusively from the House of ROHL™.

Expert Advice on

OUTDOOR
KITCHEN
DESIGN

ALL PHOTOS: BRADD CELIDONIA

s

by april spagnolo

Local Certified Ki chen Designer,
April Spagnolo of Evalia Design,
has crafted many outdoor kitchens
and living spaces during her
design career. She offers her expert
advice on how to start planning
your outdoor oasis!

When designing an outdoor living space, many
homeowners inquire about where to focus their
resources, and where they can cut back to save
money. The options for outdoor kitchens can
be endless much like interior kitchens, but a few
great items to include no matter your project
size or budget are a high-quality grill (like the
DCS by Fisher & Paykel pictured here), serving/
prep area, and sink. If it’s in your budget, you can
also add things like under counter refrigerators,
cooktop burners, and storage.
I’m always looking for ways to cut corners
or costs without compromising a project’s
integrity — I want the homeowner to get the
maximum value out of their investment. This
statement may sound funny coming from a
designer who also sells cabinetry, but when it
comes to outdoor kitchens, I typically advise
clients to have their contractor frame the
“cabinetry” space and use stainless steel fronts
set into stucco, as you see in the project pictured
here. These fronts are durable and help keep
the budget in check. Color and style can be
added by using cabinetry on the island and
stainless fronts around the perimeter.
donsappliances.com
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You’ve selected the appliances and
materials for your project. What’s next?
The fir t step in the planning phase is to
make a list of your “must haves.” Then check
out Houzz or Pinterest. Create an idea book
with photos of your “loves” and “hates”
and invite your designer to collaborate
with you on the project. You can also start
with an initial consultation with a designer.
It’s a 1 to 2-hour on-site meeting that offers
conceptual design solutions for your project.
The second part of the process takes place
when the design team pulls everything
together. It’s a streamlined process that helps
ease the anxiety clients feel when trying to
tackle projects. U

“The bar level seating
views the TV, fi eplace,
hot tub, and beautiful
back yard.”

Homeowners often ask if they need to hire a
builder, architect, or designer and what part
of the process they can do themselves. You’ll
need an architect or engineer if you plan to
make any structural changes to the existing
home. Most clients hire a kitchen designer
or landscape company that specializes in
outdoor spaces. The designer also works with
a contractor and other subs depending on
the finishes and m terials to bring the project
to life. If you’re handy and want to tackle this
project as a DIY, then I would recommend
doing your homework and reading a book
or two on outdoor kitchens, I recommend
Building Outdoor Kitchens for Every Budget
by Steve Cory and Diane Slavik.
Another common question is in regards to
the outdoor kitchen layout. In determining the
layout of the grill, sink, bar, and refrigeration,
it’s advised to start with the grill placement,
keeping in mind the wind direction, scenic
views, proximity to the home, and location to
the gas line if you are running a line directly
to the grill. After that, you should consider how
much work space you would like. Try to keep
things near each other and also think about
how you will interact with guests while cooking.

The client of the featured project wanted her
outdoor living space to feel like it was an integral
part of the radius patio and was unsure how to
accomplish this without it feeling contrived. To
achieve this desired aesthetic, April Spagnolo,
CKD of Evalia Design, followed the contour of the
radius and created an acute angle on the inside of
the “L” shape kitchen. The bar level seating views
the TV, fi eplace, hot tub, and beautiful backyard.
Stainless steel cabinets are set into a stucco
façade for durability and ease of maintenance.
A stunning antique black granite is used for the
tops (Premier Granite). The construction and
installation was the work of PW Campbell. The
stacked stone used on the fi eplace is incorporated
on the back of the kitchen to create rhythm in the
outdoor space. Appliances include a PRO-style
gas grill, small burner, under counter refrigerator,
and sink.

April Spagnolo is a Certified Ki chen Designer with 10+
years of experience working on both remodeling and new
construction residential projects, custom cabinetry, and
specific ommercial spaces. She can be reached at
april@evaliadesign.com.

“A stunning antique black granite is used for the tops…”

“The client wanted her
outdoor living space to
feel like it was an integral
part of the radius patio
and was unsure how to
accomplish this without
it feeling contrived.”

APPLIANCES BY:

DESIGN BY:

It was culinary curiosity that

LED TO SOMETHING NEW
Feed your culinary ambition and save up to $8,546. Buy an eligible Thermador cooking package and select your complimentary dishwasher.
Add refrigeration and choose another gift, including newly added under counter refrigeration. Embrace your opportunity to cook without limits.

Choose your gift at
T H E R M ADOR. COM /O N E - TW O - FR E E
©2017 BSH HOME APPLIANCES CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

A Cocktail-Chic

COLOR
PALETTE
for 2018
by rosa colucci

It was bound to happen. The “Little Black
Dress” with all of its elegant utility has
moved into home design in a big way.
From paint colors and furniture to windows
and appliances, customers are embracing
the neutral staple. It’s easy to see why it’s
the essential shade for any other color to
stand out. It creates the perfect backdrop
for everything.

s
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When PPG Paints introduced Black Flame
(1043-7) as the 2018 Color of the Year the bold
choice stirred the design world into a frenzy.
Photos of the daring shade garnered more than
13 million page views throughout various social
media platforms in the fir t week with consumers
pinning and sharing images like crazy.
Dee Schlotter, the Senior Color Marketing
Manager for PPG Paints, explains why.
“This statement-making yet classic black,
infused with an undertone of the deepest indigo,
evokes the privacy, hope and classic modernism
that many consumers crave today.”

“This statement-making
yet classic black, infused
with an undertone of the
deepest indigo, evokes the
privacy, hope and classic
modernism that many
consumers crave today.”
In media rooms, designers and homeowners
are using dark shades like black and charcoal to
create the perfect theater backdrop for the
ever-growing television. Large screens fade
away when not in use and high-definition image
flo t on the wall theatre-style for the ultimate
viewing experience.
Black is quickly becoming the cabinet of
choice for many kitchens as well. They are easy
to clean and look just right in any design style
from Farmhouse to Modern. Black cabinets
are the perfect way to break up a run of white
cabinetry, especially around a cooktop. They
are also perfect to run over a large expanse of
windows creating a “frame” to the outdoors.
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Using black cabinets can be a perfect solution
for the kitchen island. It visually sets the stage
for the countertop and makes the island seem
less imposing.
Cabinet knobs and pulls are like jewelry for
your cabinetry. There is no better way to show
it off than against a black backdrop. Gold, brass,
and copper are shining bright, elevating kitchen
design to a new elegance.
Appliance companies have taken notice of
the trend. Major brands including LG, Whirlpool,
KitchenAid and Samsung have introduced black
stainless lines. They are reflecti e of consumer
desire to have more ease of care and timeless
design.
The new finish ombines seamlessly with
new technology in the brands. With all of them
offering slide-in ranges in Induction and
Convection or glass touch controls in wall
units such as found in the GE Profile series
This staple is here to stay.
Along with the Color of the Year, PPG Paints
unveils a complete color palette told within
four-color stories that have been chosen by
a global team of nearly 30 experts from six
countries. They gather to flesh out their esearch
taking into consideration everything from
cultural and world events to the state of the
economy and politics. This group taps into the
consumer mind to flesh out the t ends that
bubble to the surface. The critical decisions
cross multiple segments including electronics,
automotive and aerospace.
The 2018 palette isn’t just about black; it’s
about how we live and respond to the world
around us. Being constantly inundated with
technology, we crave quiet and mindfulness. We
are plugging into soft neutrals like Synchronicity
(1021-2) and Cool Slate (1002-3) and also
turning to the softer white of Gypsum (1006-1).
Today’s highly charged political climate has
made consumers choose to create their personal
happiness. The Nordic style of Hygge focuses
on family, friends, and togetherness. Along with
that, we are looking to live more at one with
nature above and below us. Colors from the
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DON’T BE...
MEET OUR NEWEST BEAUTY

E
M
A
L
F
BLACK
7
-

PPG1043

OLOR
C
8
1
0
2
THE
YEAR
E
H
T
F
O

Gray
(1012-5)
steeple

mountain lake

(1156-6)

Retreater palette such as Namaste (1026-1)
Hearth (1093-3) and Pale Pine (1030-2) bring
us closer to nature and create a calm canvas
where we live.
The Commoner palette embraces the
farm-fresh, up cycled lifestyle. The ultra-basic
and unpretentious palette includes Steeple Gray
(1012-5) Mountain Lake (1156-6) and the return
of red in Red Gumball (1187-7). These hues,
stately and strong, infuse color and also are
being used in feature walls making consumers
feel happy and engaged in their homes.
We have also seen these colors taking over
appliances. KitchenAid’s line of small red
electrics is a perfect way to infuse life into the
kitchen while those more daring may opt for a
red range to cook their favorite home-delivery
meal service.
Activists are taking the noble challenge
forward, and with them, an amazing color
palette has risen. The Brave palette finds us
making our homes glamorous fortresses.
Jewel-toned shades like Gooseberry (1048-7)
paired with the elegance of Heavy Cream
(1098-2) make the perfect backdrop for warm
metals that are rising. This is where we see
Rose Gold and hammered coppers trending.

red gumball

(1187-7)

for light-hearted fun. Look for pink in home
design this season with soft accessories in
major retailers including Target, Pottery Barn,
and Crate & Barrel. It is also popping up on
bathroom walls with shades such Brittany’s
Bow (1181-2). The pale pink is trending with
white subway tile and black cabinets for a
Parisian-Chic theme. Aqua is still making
inroads in small electrics by KitchenAid and
the Duck-egg Blue gas range by Aga. If your
budget does not allow for a new stove, try
Crystal Lake (1151-4) on a kitchen feature wall.

Not sure of your design style or colors?
Visit www.voiceofcolor.com and to learn more
about this year’s palette, get some inspiration
and play “The Color Game.” It’s a quick, online
photo quiz that will have you living in color in
no time.
Rosa Colucci is a PPG Paints color consultant and available
for in-home consultations. She can be reached at
rosa.colucci@ppg.com.

Appliances are also pushing forward with
this trend. Look for Whirlpool’s new Sunset
Bronze line of kitchen appliances. This warm
stainless wears soft copper undertones that
play well with dark or light cabinetry.
Last but not least, millennials and forwardthinkers forge ahead with the happiest of
palettes in “Dream Weaver.” Here, playful
shades of pink, aqua and lilac set the stage
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gooseberry

(1048-7)

a sink that
really works
in the center of every day life.
Chef Center by Franke is the revolutionary
kitchen system sink. It integrates unique
accessories around the key elements of every
kitchen – prep, clean, cook and entertain –
into a single brilliant system. At last, you’ll
have a kitchen that is as stylish and beautiful
as it is functional and connected.

www.franke.us/ks

THE STYLE THAT WORKS WITH YOUR STYLE
Its matte look completely hides fingerprints. It holds magnets.
It’s available on over 50 products. But the biggest reason people keep
coming back to Slate—even as similar finishes make their way onto
showroom floors—is because its versatility extends beyond the kitchen.
Rich and elegant, the stone-inspired Slate finish blends impeccably with
today’s materials and colors. The dark matte appearance also naturally
hides fingerprints, smudges and dirt, so it’s delightfully easy to maintain.

ALL PHOTOS: CRAIG THOMPSON

The Goal:

Take a decades-old rustic home and transform
it into a functional, elegant and airy space.
While some may view this as a huge challenge,
the team at Master Remodelers was more
than ready for the job. To get to the heart of
the renovation, we spoke with the company’s
CMO, Helene McQuaide.
donsappliances.com
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“The client wanted to incorporate the dining
room as well as the living room into the kitchen
space. They wanted the space to feel airy,
have better traffic
w, include a center island,
infuse natural light and create a more elegant
statement than what the original kitchen was
providing.” To take on just the initial rework of
the space, significant tructural changes were
necessary to open and shore-up walls. The Chief
Architectural Designer of Master Remodelers,
Junko Higashibeppu, oversaw these structural
changes and worked closely with their lead
carpenter, Mark Purnell, in forming the new space.

Finding the right solutions
Instead of taking away the entire existing pantry
space and adding it to the kitchen, which was
the client’s thought, the Master Remodelers’
team suggested reducing the pantry by a
couple of feet and adding that square footage
to the kitchen area. By doing so, they now
had a handsome, storage-infused center. It also
allowed them to move a plumbing line and
heating duct that was disrupting the fl w.
The smaller pantry was redesigned for maximum
efficie y, and a new window allowed for
additional natural light.

The client wanted to incorporate the dining room
as well as the living room into the kitchen space…”
The renovation corrected structural issues
and ensured the home was secure. From there,
lighting options and additional storage were
added, along with large, full-view windows and
doors that opened to a lush, private backyard
and deck. Even with these changes, the team
was able to preserve the architectural integrity
of the home. McQuaide comments, “there is now
a synergy of entertainment space and utility in
this open floor plan ki chen design.” But how
did the renovation get started?

The challenges of a log cabin
The home’s log cabin build posed several
challenges for the team. For starters, they had to
design within the limitations of post and beam
log home construction. Because the walls are solid
wood, there was no cavity to run the electrical
wiring and plumbing lines, and the rough surface
of the wood made it difficult o install cabinetry
straight. Similar to the walls, there was no cavity
in the ceiling for recessed lights.
With all of these challenges, designing an efficie
working kitchen was a bit difficult.
wever, just
as much creativity goes into the physical build
as it does into the design, and the Master
Remodelers’ team was ready for the challenge.
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From there, the team created larger openings
between the kitchen and sitting area to connect
the great room with the kitchen, which further
allowed for more space around the island. To
create continuity between the existing dining
area and the kitchen—and to provide ceiling
cavity for recessed lighting—suspended tongue
& groove board was added between the beams.
For a cohesive look, and to conceal existing
structural pilaster near the peninsula, they
wrapped it with drywall and added flo ting
shelves to transition from cabinetry to drywall
to wood wall. The peninsula end cabinet is now
accessible from the dining room side.
To tie the look together, a new seamless
natural color hardwood floor as installed
throughout the rooms. Choosing lighter
colors for the granite and chiseled limestone
tile backsplash, as well as installing glass doors
for wall cabinets further brightened the rustic
space. The custom cabinetry was made of
rift-sewn oak, and to top it off, LED recessed,
under-cabinet lighting was installed.

Introducing a workhorse
McQuaide reflec ed on the client’s appliance
choices and said, “when it came to selecting a
refrigerator, the customer wanted a ‘workhorse.’”
Enter GE. GE understands what little conveniences
can do to make life easier, so a fridge with a front
door water dispenser was a hands down choice
for this dynamic household. The model they
chose features French doors, quick space shelves,
drop down trays, advanced water filt ation and
full width storage drawers.
The clients turned to Miele for other appliances.
McQuaide said that “our quality-minded customer
looked to the Miele state-of-the-art induction
cooktop and oven to make the right statement
and juxtapose this rustic, log-cabin space.”
Miele strikes the right balance of diversity
between high tech sophistication and casual
living, making it a natural fit o provide a
significant upg ade of this dated home. The
Miele dishwasher choice was a no-brainer for
both quality and quietness. To complete their
suite of appliances, the client went with a
Sub-Zero fridge to house their wine collection.

Upon completion of this “rustic reno,” the
homeowners were left with functional fl w and
modern appliances, without losing site of the
home’s wilderness appeal.
APPLIANCES BY:

Master Remodelers is Pittsburgh’s premier home remodeling
contractor. Since 1988, Regis McQuaide and his professional
crews have remodeled more than 1,000 homes, including
new additions and hundreds of kitchens and baths.
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*Via online or mail-in rebate. See rebate form on donsappliances.com/promotions for details and list of eligible models.

TWO DIFFERENT REMODELS.
ONE TRUSTWORTHY BRAND.
No matter a homeowner’s style, there is one thing every person
wants: quality, efficient applia es. Luckily, Sub-Zero & Wolf
appliances provide the ultimate in functionality, with designs that
fit in a y style kitchen. This luxury brand is a top choice among
homeowners and designers alike, which is why we spoke with
two designers on their reasoning for choosing Sub-Zero & Wolf.

ALL PHOTOS: MIKE LEONARDO

REMODEL 1:
Working with a client in Gibsonia, Cessar said,
“the primary objective of the remodel was to
create a functional kitchen for multiple people
to work in and enjoy.” The function of the
design and the inclusion of new amenities and
convenience were at the forefront of her work.
Beyond that, she focused on creating a warm &
friendly environment that was reflecti e of the
owners’ individual tastes, using interesting and
unique design elements.

Finding function
The fir t thing Cessar did was to create specifi
workstations with everything the homeowners
needed right at their fingertips. In bet een the
stations is a large prep space to serve all areas,
which eventually evolved into a completely
functional cooking station, clean up area,
refrigeration area and centralized prep area.

“…the primary objective of
the remodel was to create
a functional kitchen for
multiple people to work in
and enjoy.”
From there, they replaced the outdated
multi-tiered island—which housed the sink and
counter steam unit—with an uninterrupted large
one-level island. This improved space allows the
homeowners to spread out and work comfortably.
The counter top steamer was replaced with
a convection steam oven, and the sink was
relocated nearby at the preferred location by
the cooktop.
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Joyce Cessar of
Cuvée Kitchen Designs

A disorganized drywall pantry was removed
and replaced with pullout pantry cabinets, which
holds more in less space. Closed cabinetry was
installed where an unused desk area sat and now
allows for a catchall family organization space.

Installing the best appliance
When it came to the appliances, Cessar and her
client turned to Sub-Zero & Wolf appliances:
REFRIGERATION: Two 30” Sub-Zero Integrated Refrigerator/
Freezers
With extra storage ideal for entertaining, Sub-Zero units do not
share cool air from the freezer to the refrigerator, which is perfect
for food preservation. There is also air purific tion and spill proof
shelving. The integrated panels offered by the construction of
Sub-Zero refrigeration was a key factor from a design perspective
for this area.
COOKTOP: 36” Wolf Induction Cooktop
This high performance, easy maintenance cooktop has everything
a cook could want. The homeowners switched from gas to
induction because they wanted an easier cleanup. This unit acts
as counter space when not in use, and the homeowners soon
learned that the control was as precise, if not more so, than
cooking with gas.
OVENS & MICROWAVES: 30” Wolf Convection Steam Oven
For the oven, the faster preheat, step-by-step gourmet features
and larger interior capacity sold the client. From the design side,
the inset style with no handles was perfect for a sleek look. The
three ovens work harmoniously together, and instead of repeating
the same appliance, they provide the client with new cooking
modes and various functions. Plus, the warming drawer preserves
a cooked meal and aids in coordinating a larger gathering.
WINE FRIDGE: 18” Sub-Zero Wine Unit
Chosen for its consistent humidity control and precision temperature,
this beautiful and functional wine unit also significantly added o
the décor.
COFFEE MAKER: 24” Wolf Coffee System
This was the big splurge for the client for obvious reasons. However,
as for the design team, it added to the aesthetics by creating the
balance needed right & left of the hood, and it is nice to free up
counter space since there was the room in the tall cabinetry.

Infusing the client’s aesthetic
For added natural light, the team enlarged the
existing window and replaced the uninspiring
rectangular window with an arched window.
This pleasing element is repeated in the hood
design as well as the canopy design above the
refrigeration area. Cessar said to add a personal
touch that they, “utilized glass cabinets and
open shelves so the client could prominently
display mementos and family photos.”
The refrigeration area was designed to
have a smooth furniture feel by creating a wide
arched canopy across the top. This canopy—
and a custom mullion over the wine cooler glass
door—ties in the curves noted throughout the
kitchen. This was an attempt for a seamless

appearance of an otherwise purely task-oriented
area. With the small space that remained after
appliances were placed, the team added another
pull out pantry and broom closet on the ends.
By continuing with the cabinetry and concealing
the refrigeration, Cessar removed the feeling of
function from this area and replaced it with an
innovative space to peak your interest.
The subtle curves in the room—combined
with the other elements—accomplished a sense
of warmth and friendliness, while infusing
the innovative personality the homeowners
wished for.
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REMODEL 2:
When McConnell fir t sat down with her client,
she wanted to deliver on all that they wanted.
“They needed a much larger kitchen to cook
and entertain in, the existing kitchen was very
small, which made it difficul ” They were also
looking for a cohesive and natural fl w into an
open family room area that ultimately provided
a bright, elegant space, yet was still comfortable
and inviting.

Finding function
To make the new space work, McConnell
removed the wall between the kitchen and
the seldom-used dining room, expanding the
kitchen and creating a large, open space. The
formal dining room furniture was then moved
to the large living room to create one formal
combined space.

“They needed a much
larger kitchen to cook and
entertain in, the existing
kitchen was very small,
which made it difficul ”
To allow more natural light in, the windows
throughout the space changed. The window
above the sink was enlarged, and the dining
windows were repositioned to flank the 48
range. All of the windows were then enlarged
by lowering the windowsills to countertop height.
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Ida McConnell of
Cuvée Kitchen Designs

The large kitchen island was installed to
allow for a wonderful seating and prep space,
and to house the sink and wine refrigeration. To
make the space fit the amily’s needs, a coffee
station and desk area were incorporated as well.

Installing the best appliance
Once again, when it came to the appliances,
McConnell and her client turned to Sub-Zero
& Wolf appliances:
REFRIGERATION: Sub-Zero 48” Refrigerator
The matching wood panels on the refrigerator allowed it to be
customized into the design and fl w fl wlessly with the cabinetry.
It also provided the client with much needed additional
refrigeration space when entertaining.
COOKTOP: Wolf 48” Range
The range allowed for double ovens, freeing up wall space needed
for additional windows, a coffee station and a desk area. It also
provided the homeowners the desired 6 burners and griddle for
cooking and heavy entertaining.
WINE COOLER: 15” Sub-Zero Wine Unit
This unit was incorporated into the island, without using much
space. A matching wood panel allowed the unit to be seamlessly
integrated into the island.

Infusing the client’s aesthetic
While aesthetics were important, the function
of the kitchen was critical, so the two elements
had to form a happy marriage. The design team
added a large single bowl main sink and a large
prep sink to the island, which allowed for two
convenient working stations. To the right of the
sink, a furniture piece was created that doubles
as cabinets. The wall cabinets were end capped
with decorative columns, and matching custom
corbels extend down to the countertop. Custom
leaded glass inserts and full height backsplash
make for an additional focal point on the sink wall.

The large traditional custom mantel hood is
key for venting, but also serves as a decorative
focal point on the range wall. The design included
matching custom corbels and a plate ledge for
displaying china. The matching leading glass
cabinetry near the range has inside lighting that
completes the full symmetric look of the entire
whale. Pullout columns added to the functionality
and storage capacity at the range and allowed
for easy accessibility of spices, oils, and vinegars.
The family’s ultimate goal was to create a
relaxed atmosphere to come to and function in,
all within an enticingly beautiful environment in
which to entertain. That goal was far surpassed,
beautifully using the client’s love for white and
blue throughout the space.

APPLIANCES BY:

Celebrating its 25th year of business, Cuvée Kitchen Designs
is women-owned and operated by partners Ida McConnell
and Joyce Cessar. Specializing in mid- to high-end luxury
kitchen, bath, laundry, study and closet remodeling, as well
as new construction, they have a renowned design service
with a high degree of personal attention. From the initial
consultation to final tages of installation, Cuvée provides
a wide range of knowledge and skill to every project.
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How do you see yourself in your new kitchen?
Envision your new appliances in real life. With multiple versions
of fully styled kitchen vignettes ready and waiting for hands-on
exploration, The Living Kitchen puts Sub-Zero and Wolf products
side by side in their natural environments to help you curate
your new space.

Visit Don’s Appliances today for your
Sub-Zero and Wolf Living Kitchen Experience.

H I L L M O N | C R A N B E R RY | 7 2 4 . 7 7 9 . 9 3 9 3
DON’S | CANONSBURG | 724.916.0100
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Introducing the new
B L A C K S TA I N L E S S S T E E L S U I T E

RICH HISTORY

Innovative
Design
An inside look at the “Finest Kitchens”
of the Heinz Lofts.
donsappliances.com
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From horseradish to pickles, soup to ketchup,
Henry J. Heinz turned a small company headquartered in Pittsburgh into a global empire.

ranging from 600 to 1,900 square feet. Fifteen
months after construction began, the $72 million
project was complete in November 2005.

Over 140 years after it’s founding, Kraft merged
with Heinz and became the fifth la gest food and
beverage company in the world. While its product
list continues to grow, the iconic bottles of
ketchup (and the stadium of the six-time Super
Bowl Champions) keep the Heinz name top of
mind with consumers.

Originally built in the early 1900s, the factory
that once churned out Heinz products now
offers beautiful apartments that feature original
brickwork, fully equipped kitchens, washer-dryer
units and beautiful views of the Allegheny River.
The complex’s amenities include state-of-the-art
fitne s and business centers, an indoor pool,
café and grocery store, indoor parking and easy
access to the Three Rivers Heritage Trail and
downtown Pittsburgh. Simply put, it is the ultimate
in urban living.

While they are no longer manufacturing ketchup
in the area, what was once a factory has been
transformed into the beautiful Heinz Lofts.

The History of the Building
Sitting along the shore of the Allegheny River,
with picturesque views of the city, the fi e
historic buildings that once comprised the Heinz
food processing plant now make up the Heinz
Lofts. The Ferchill Group bought the property
in 2001 and began plans to convert the building
into a multi-housing development featuring
269 units of one-, two- and three-bedroom lofts
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Ian Rosenberger, a Heinz Loft resident and
a former contestant on CBS’s Survivor, spoke
about his love of the building: “Besides being
gorgeous and really convenient, living in Heinz
Lofts offers residents the chance to truly
experience the ‘new’ Pittsburgh. The lofts are
modern and luxurious, while retaining the old
steel town charm that makes this city such a
great place to live.”

“Heinz Lofts is a building with great
character, style and history. Whirlpool
provides a suite of stylish appliances
to compliment everything the Heinz
Lofts symbolizes.”

In 2014, the lofts were added to Pittsburgh’s
Historic Landmarks list, and the apartments
within the building boast stunning 1890s
architecture on the outside, with sleek
contemporary interiors. The apartments have
high, 12-to-18-foot ceilings that feature large
historic-looking floor- o-celling windows.
The exposed brick and painted wood details
throughout each unit bring together the factory’s
history with a modern, urban twist.

The Lofts’ Facelift
Recently, 15 kitchens within the Heinz Lofts
were completely renovated. Linnaea Bongiorni,
the property manager of Heinz Lofts, describes
the new look as “industrial chic,” with brown
hardwood floors, g anite countertops, white
and grey cabinets, all featuring stainless
hardware. There are also industrial pendant
lights and track lighting, and the kitchen
look is complete with a white backsplash.
All of the kitchens feature built-in breakfast
bars, making it the perfect layout for the
modern homeowner.

Matthew Hillebrand, one of the owners
of Don’s Appliances, worked closely with
developers to choose the perfect appliance
brand for the job: Whirlpool. “Heinz Lofts is
a building with great character, style and
history. Whirlpool provides a suite of stylish
appliances to compliment everything the
Heinz Lofts symbolizes.”
Bongiorni said the developers appreciate
the great quality of the Whirlpool brand and
moved forward with stainless steel Whirlpool
appliances. The appliances chosen for the
remodel include an over-the-range microwave,
full console dishwasher with exposed control
panel, 33-inch top freezer refrigerator and freestanding electric range with self-cleaning oven.
For more information on the property, please
visit heinzlofts.com.
donsappliances.com
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BOSCH
ABOVE THE ALLEGHENY

Six high-end appliances,
one modern kitchen.

High above the Allegheny River
in Pittsburgh’s trendy Gateway
Towers Apartment Complex is one
gorgeous kitchen remodel. The
team at LUXE, led by Brent Hugus
and Tyler Folnsbee, worked to meet
all of their client’s expectations
and more.

s

Their client, Jean Ann Hattler, was looking to
transform her kitchen into a contemporary,
modern and clean-looking space with ample
storage. “Whenever my guests arrive, they are
captivated by the view from my 24th floo . It
is the quintessential Pittsburgh moment: the
confluen e of the three rivers. It always stuns
and delights them. I wanted a kitchen that
would stun and delight as well.”

Incorporating Bosch Appliances
To achieve this look, LUXE added an island in
the middle of the space that features an induction
cooktop with a downdraft behind it. The team
chose fully integrated paneled refrigeration to
create a clean symmetrical look. The kitchen
also includes a built-in 30” convection oven
that lines up perfectly with a speed oven and
warming drawer fully surrounded by floor- oceiling cabinetry.

s

 he refrigerator is custom-paneled. The homeowner
T
chose panels to match the cabinetry and the refrigerator’s
Optifl x Hinge allows doors open and close with no
damage to cabinetry.

s

“Whenever my guests
arrive, they are captivated
by the view from my
24th floor… I wanted a
kitchen that would stun
and delight as well.”

Hattler chose Bosch because of the clean
look of fully integrated refrigerators. LUXE
incorporated a German brand of cabinets,
Eggersmann, so continuing with the German look
and theme felt natural. While some homeowners
mix and match appliances, this kitchen features
a full suite of Bosch.

 ituated on the island, the 30” induction cooktop features
S
AutoChef® Technology, which maintains precise cooking
temperatures. To ease sight lines, the downdraft can be
lowered when not in use.

ss

To deliver on such a space, Folnsbee wanted
to create a kitchen that was symmetric and
featured straight edges in order to really show
off the j w dropping view. He also commented
that they “wanted to use every inch of cubic
space in the kitchen. We optimized space by
installing a corner cabinet with a pull out
mechanism and an oversized wall cabinet that
opens electronically to provide a ton of storage.”

	 The wall oven and storage drawer are flush with cabinetr .
	 W
 ith a hidden control panel, the dishwasher does not disrupt
the smooth surface look.

Tying the look together
For the ultimate in modern, the kitchen was
stylized with poly-gloss grey brown cabinets,
which makes for easier cleanup. The Silestone
quartz countertop is surrounded by a smoked
oak peninsula bar top, and porcelain tile
floors onnect the look together. For a bit of
warmth, the bottom wall cabinets have LED
lights, and the painted glass backsplash adds
an artistic touch.

LUXE is an award-winning home design and project management firm. o-founded by John Nicklas
and Brent Hugus, LUXE is based firmly upon a oundation and commitment to innovative products
and unmatched design integrity. We provide a complete project platform that includes design, product
resource, installation and project management.
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APPLIANCES BY:

JOURNEY THE WORLD.

ARRIVE TRANSFORMED.
Copenhagen Heighten the senses in this cozy reimagining
of the Modern Movement. Discover the breadth of
our entire collection of bathroom products at dxv.com

© AS America, Inc. 2017

DXV presents the DXV Modulus™ Collection.

This DXV bathroom was designed by Michele Alfano.

CLASSIC

GOLDEN ERA

MODERN

CONTEMPORARY

CUSTOMIZE YOUR COLOR
TRUE RESIDENTIAL INTRODUCES
CUSTOMIZABLE
30” COLUMNS, FINISHES & HARDWARE
True Residential, the leader in commercial refrigeration exceptionally refined or the home, introduced several
additions to the Build Your True collection this year. The focus is on color and customization. Cobalt blue and
matte white finishes with gold and pewter ha dware options open up an expanded palette to suit a wide range of
spaces and styles. True has also introduced a new 30-inch Freezer Column, as well as dynamic Joining Kits that
seamlessly unite multiple 30-inch Columns for the ultimate performance and design in residential kitchens.

1 : STAINLESS GLASS REFRIGERATION
The 30” Glass Door Refrigerator Column offers homeowners the
freedom to design kitchens that look the way they want and, as
importantly, reflect the way they live. With True’s ramp-up,
showcase interior LED lighting illuminating the interior, the Glass
Door Refrigerator Column offers a literal look inside true high-end
appliance design. Paired with a 30” Freezer, a 30” Wine Column,
or even with one of our side-by-sides, the 30” Refrigerator Column
means complete control and complete freedom, and for homeowners
and designers alike, that means complete luxury.

1

2

3

2 : FREEZER COLUMN
Offering 15.1 cu ft of freezer space, the 30” Freezer Column is the
most flexible, functional, and unique True freezer to date. Perfect
for large families and regular hosts, the Freezer Column is sized to
fit into any space and to perfectly preserve all the proteins, produce,
and party goods you could possibly need.
3 : STAINLESS DOOR WINE COLUMN
For serious collectors, for the hospitality-minded, and for those
who simply love knowing that their favorite varietal is always
at-hand, the 30” Wine Column is without peer. Boasting intuitive
dual-zone True Precision® Control, full-extension smooth-glide
racks, and gentle TruLumina® LED lighting, the 30” Wine Column
beautifully preserves, protects, and shows off up to 150 of your
favorite bottles.

1945, True has been a pioneer in American-made, sustainable refrigeration. True Residential is pleased to
“ Since
continue this tradition of technological innovation and cutting-edge design for the home,” says True’s Director of
Sales and Marketing Steve Proctor. “The growing Build Your True collection and new Joining Kits give homeowners
even more freedom to create kitchens that look the way they want and, most importantly, reflect the way they live
These new introductions exemplify the quality, performance, size and style for which True Residential is known.

“

BUILD YOUR TRUE—our online customizer tool you can choose to pair various
finishes and ha dware together at true-residential.com/custom

Renovation

REIMAGINED

ALL PHOTOS: GARY YON

DON’T PASS ON YOUR
DREAM HOUSE — IMAGINE
THE POSSIBILITIES.
When Susan and Dennis Patton
of Moon Township started their
house hunt, they had one goal
in mind: more space to entertain
family and friends.

“We had been looking for a house for about six
years,” Susan said. “We finally ound one that
we liked, but knew it needed some work. We
asked Todd Klippa, the owner of TK Construction,
to come to the house before we purchased it.
We walked from room to room telling him our
vision – tear this down, open this wall up. He said
everything was in the realm of possibility.”
From there, the Pattons bought the house,
brought in architect Robert Gaskill to draw
up the designs and hired TK Construction
for the renovating.

beautiful chandeliers were installed above the
island, and recessed lighting added warmth
to the space.
In shopping for hoods, the Pattons weren’t
thrilled with any of the prebuilt options, so TK
Construction built a custom creation. Klippa said
they “took elements from different hoods and
combined them. It was built out of poplar wood
with a BEST insert and was painted grey to match
the greys and whites in the rest of the home.”
Next up, it was time to shop for appliances.

Redrafting a 90s creation
Built in the late 1990s, the home lacked style
and was not very functional. The house was
very compartmentalized, with a small and
narrow kitchen. The fir t step in the remodel
was to change the footprint of the home.
A 6-foot addition, that once was a sunroom,
was added to the existing kitchen and two
load-bearing walls were demolished to open
up the space. With that, the kitchen was now
an open 16x30 foot space.
To modernize the room, quartz countertops
were installed around the perimeter of the
kitchen and on the island. Shades of white and
grey were used throughout the space, from
the walls to the cabinets, and engineered
hardwood in 7” planks were put down. Two

“…took elements from
different hoods and
combined them. It was
build out of poplar wood
with BEST insert and was
painted grey to match
the greys and whites in
the rest of the home.”
donsappliances.com
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Reworking with clean lines and dependability
The team at TK Construction recommended that
the Pattons install Jenn-Air appliances. Based
on the combination of quality, functionality and
price point, Jenn-Air offers many styles and
features to choose from. Plus, the kitchen had
a contemporary, modern look, and the sleek
simple look of Jenn-Air appliances coincided
well with the other design elements.

s

REFRIGERATION: Jenn-Air Built-in side-by-side refrigerator

s

COOKTOP: 36” 6-burner gas

s

The homeowners said that, put simply, they
“liked the way they looked! The handles on our
refrigerator, double oven and dishwasher are all
the same and all of the appliances are stainless.”
They then spoke to each appliance and why
they chose what they did:

OVEN: 30” Double Wall Oven with MultiMode®
Convection System

“We knew we wanted a large refrigerator, one that was
built-in. We wanted a side-by-side with a freezer that was
larger than most freezers in a side-by-side, and we also
wanted a water dispenser on the door. Our Jenn-Air had
everything we wanted.”

“Our range is a 6 burner cooktop, each with pick up
grates that make it easy to clean.”

s

“We love the features on the double oven and all the
controls are on a sleek touch pad with a digital clock and
background. You can even change the background photo
to match the seasons! It’s a very clean look and easy to
maintain.”

Reflecting on the emodel
Gaskill said of the finished p oduct: “The kitchen
was designed to be the hub of the house, so
it was made much larger and the layout was
opened. Now, it’s perfect for entertaining.”
The Pattons are thrilled with the finishe
product, saying that if they’re home, they’re in
the kitchen 90% of the time. They’ve gotten
so much use out of the open space, from daily
family meals at the peninsula to large holiday
events with friends. Now that the kitchen has a
nice fl w, it no longer feels congested and there
is plenty of room for everyone to move about
and enjoy one another.

TK Construction, Inc. is a superior design and building
firm th t specializes in custom home remodeling. We
take your design ideas and expertly bring them to life.
TK Construction prides itself on precision and diligence.
With over 25 years of experience, we know no limits
when it comes to design and building concepts. We look
forward to taking your home to the next level.

DISHWASHER: 30” TriFecta™ Dishwasher with 46 dBA
“The dishwasher is extremely quiet. It’s sleek and modern
looking with a hidden control panel, and it has stainless
steel on both the interior and exterior.”

To learn more about how Jenn-Air
can bring your own dream kitchen to
life, visit Don’s Appliances live kitchen
showrooms or jennair.com.
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